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<t I way have asked yosub efore, Mp, Gray, and perhaps you would avq;

profer not to commont an Lt, but &5 what extont was the Bay of OZ

adiy
“lgs flasco, a2 to spoak, planned tn “ho Nat{snal Seourity z

' Council, and t> what extent 44 the inosming Progldent move ar

lass take 1t upon himaslf to sot as ho A413¢

Yn8y? Yell, T can only wpoak of what wes dsne in the Tlgenhowop
Adnialstratison. Thls hed nover boen a Wat{-nal Securtty Crunetl
matbver. I% was o mattor for a spaalal group lnvolving the Athep
Tepertuents, state, Nafonse, CIA, which was Aeslt with In a
- doriss of mestings with tha Prostdent, boginning tn March af 1960,
-¥at in the Sesirlty Counotl. Thers nevor was a plan in the r 7
] iagnhownr fdumlnlatratisn., There wag a oonecapt A the anproval
&%ﬁwwﬁf trainling »f pasple, and af making e Lnmont nvailable. Buh
Wﬁ,« by the time, when the Tisenhowsr Admlnlstretion want sub »f nffice,

hara was no milltary plan., In facd, I naver heard »f the Ray __\

é% j@ﬂ ( ”igs untll the Bay of Plgs, Woll, maybo that'a nat &rue, but

artainly in chanaotion with the ' lsenhowsy “Aminlstretion, we
LN
‘/h 4 novoy begun t5 foeus nn anything like lan'ing neints., There ’

- 0
4w46 Just was no plan, in the ! litery sensa, That was dav!saﬂ,nfterwarﬂs.
—

I dos't ko *he extent to whish 7 ragldent Xeonnedy
consldored the Culan tﬁlng ta the ﬁﬂtlanal Spourity Cannell, I have

no ldea, I d ntt kaow how deoply ho was involvod, but he must have
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baen protty ‘eeply tnveolved, baonuse you racnll he tank *he fuall
responslbility for what happened. It's my {impresaisn that the
singls thing whioh might heve parmltted a A1ffapans rasult, that
is, thadzgéikt of slr cover, was a Prosidantisl doe'sisn., Put
how that may have relatod to the Natinsnal Spourtty Ysunotl in
the Kennsdy Adminlstration, T ajmply Asn't knaw, Sbvisualy, of

e arso, the 3Spealal Aasistant, MeBundyx,must have bean Aaonly

o

fnvolved tn t¢,

'Q: I ralzed the point becauas Lt seems 9 me that T have read in

tte publio preas that people in the Rennedy Adalnistrotisn, porhaps
the Presldent himself, comsliered thet this wes in effect a
aaﬁmibment, you might say, by the "lsenhower Afminlstratisn, whioh

they more or luss were obliged t5 procesd with,

gJrays Well, 1t 1ls true that they had qulbte & number »f tralned
‘end squipped indlviduels, and probebly wouldntt hnve known aults
what &> do with them, But thore wasn't eny military olen formuls ted,

—

by the time theZNisenhower ‘Aministrat!sn went out, ~f osurse,

the Ppesident was fully aware »f and gmvercant with tho dsolsinn !
t> train snd crm Individuels, And the eoneept was 7ne that was

sort of cranglng In the Tisonhowsr Administrotisn. FLret we wore
thinkin: in *erms of the o149 infiltratisn ~f small grﬁués. Than

they were thinking of the poasliblllity of landing of nsaple, Amping

unit-slzed groups. £nd no Aeolsli-ns had been renchod st t hat time,’
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It #aa only that there was tratnlng, S SLSART SRS ELAR 8 /Y
‘E%at % wos olearly authorlized, sand it wes olesly aantemplated

that there wiruldbha 2y ovuld ko a military acbinn. But 1t slinply

13 not true that Kennody inharitod a olan he oouldn't ohange. 28
& mmttar of fact, the »leaning thet wes 918 in his aﬂminlatratlﬂn
weg changed, The Day of Plga wag not the first landing n-int,

. That was chenpgeds  Buk none »f *hat, no plennin: process in the

e

ulsonhawar Adminiatration haed got tn the paint of dlscussing

e ra
" N

what wauld ba the laniing pnint.

I will say, I would have t» gay 'n any 9ilsousstis of the "
Bey »f Pl;s, that I'm as sure a3 I'u sitting here that Lf thisg
had all doveloped in the “lasenhwer Adulalatration, Pﬁmnldont
hlisenhmwer would have seen Lt through to 1ts oonoeluaslon, Haceuse
I romembor him saylng £ tho group in the very baeginning, when
he begen t5 approve tralalng, ho sald, "How, boys, I want to toll
you somsthing. Unloas yru're golng to look on this thing ne
aaméthing yrutre goluog €9 sea thrrugh from beginning €2 end, lot's
not start enytiing,” g repeatedly told them that, when they
ware considering the thing. WHe gald, "Let's not talk sbeut this
unlsas, whatever ynu want to try and do In thls, think in terms
of baing ﬁuocesaful. T you cantt, why w- "

I'm just sure ho woul® have == And I think if Keunsdy
ha?! boen in office a yoar longer, 1f {4t had happened !n ths
gegond year of his administration, ho wruld have seen 1t through,

That's my guesss Ha was not laocking in courage or guts »r fhranass,
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L'4 say maybe some of his advissrs talked him out of e

Q¢ == that's certainly where we made the big mistake, as we ﬁ%ﬂi
look back 2 it W, 1n terms of foreign poliey, becruse had ;wﬁyd@
the invasisn s3 t» speslk baan auoseoasful, 14 would have arousmdg/

& storm »f protest in sems quartors, but hy and largn, within n\

short pertod of time, we would have beon highly esmplimnntea \

for d1ng 1%, Zut @s 1t turned Sut, we gat all the blame enyway,
Gray: Ya got the oriticlem of averybndy:  Those who think 1t was
bad because woe startnd (t, end of thase who would hav@ thought

it was gn7d, beonuse we didn't finish 1%.

Woll, maybe we should break off horeo

Wi All right, Sir,
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L Recendy bio_giaphif:al'sketchés have been published of Presi-
© dent Kennedy by former members of his personal staff. Included
‘in these biographies are the authors’ respective versions of the

late President’s intimate musinos. deliberations, reasoning and con-
clusions over.the épisode of the Bay of Pigs. These biographies re-

e N‘P;th‘linatély President Eisenhower is here to speak with ax
“thority on the part he played long-beforé the tragedy of tlz;,B(ay'
 of Pigs. So I have asked him if he woiild be willing, in th
‘of historic accuracy, 1o give the public the facts about
eveiits. In a recent meeting al ‘Cettysburg with Ea
- President Eisenhower gave us an account of 1
isted when he left the White House. Earl
facts for Newsdey. - ‘ ‘

Ejsenhower's “ohily comiment. was to call
i SR for bipartisdn,.uni'ty behind Democratic
President Kennédy. That was in’keeping with Eisenhower's
Tifelong - practice of supporting the nation’s commander-
in-chief i dinmes of crises. | B!

Qver the yeas Gen: -Eisenhower has - demonstrated
Jittlg taste for political partisanship and absolutely none
for partisan - excesses. In fact, he usually has ignorcd
politically tinged -distartions-on Tiis performance as Presi-

" dent, milttary leader and elder stateman,

Now, however, he feels it would be well to sct the

*. record, straight on at least.a couple of items in recent

intimate historics of the Kenmedy administration by
Asthur M, Schlcsinger Jr. and Theodore C. Sorenson,
ranking members of Kennedy's staff. The general and
sevérdl of his knowledgeable former government associates

- view the Schlesinger and Sorenson attempts to link the

Eisenhower administration with the Cuba invasion fiasco
and discredit “Eisenhowerappointed military and intcl-
ligence experts as'a perversion of history und a disservice
to the late President Kennedy, who never sought to duck
1Esponsibility for his exéauitive decisions,

,'I'.Ec_v.yspccificnﬂy disputed material by both writers is

‘fter our country's humiliaiion at the Bay |
of Pigs in 196}; Republican Fax-President

‘fer to former President Eisenhower’s role during his administration
“in events leading up to the Bay of Pigs denouement. -

¥

situalion as it ex-

y F. Guggenheim
légr and Publisher, Newsday

»
summed up in this paragraph from the Sorenson version: *

“On Jan, 20, 1961, John Kennedy inherited the plan, the

" planners, and most troubling of all, the-Cuban cxile brigr

ade . . . Unlike an inherited policy statement or cxecutive
order, this inheritance could not he simply disposed of by
presidential recision or withdrawal . . "

T.iscnhower declares, “There was no lactical or opera:
tional plan_cven Tiscussed” as of the day he tumned the

presidency -over to John Kenuedy. Dusing the transition

period between the clection in November, 1960, and the
inauguration in January, 1961, Eisenhower teviewed {for
his successor afl pending matters, including a sccret pro-
gram inaugurated Tess than a year before to equip and.

train anti-Castio Cuban refugecs. The retiring President

stressed that there had been fo decisions as to how thie

. former presidential assistant

Tulan farces would be used, IF at all, Lascohower had
hade 1o commuitments that might bind the new President

in dealing with the Castro problem. In fact, the armed

1efugee group was still so small and rclatively unprepated

“TF T could casily have been dishanded if the _incoming

“aTnstabon considercd its existence WINCCEESATY.

As for the nonpolitical experts Kennedy chose to retain
for his administration—notably Allen Dulles, director of
the Central Intelligence Agency, and the military Joint
Chicfs of Staffi—Eiscnhower says: “These men over dec-
ades of devoted service ave shown their capabilities, their
scnse of logic, their understanding of the problemis in-
volved in this kind of venture. There is no more expert

group in their profession than these men .y 1 had the

greatest confidence in them.”

Nothing the former President was told by Kenncdy

and others after the Bay of

faith and confidence in Dulles and the military chief:
the other hand, he believes the very €s)

these scasoncd professionals

problem .involved in
the Bay of Pigs jswfion:

Pigs debacle diminished his

Ment of
shows, unqualified the
2810 deal with the sort of

feal international venture like

Like Americans; President Tisenhower welcomed

the

of frce elections and democra

of the Batista dictatorship in 1959 and hivped the
?w rcgime of Fidel Castro would live up to its promises

cy in the exotie island repub-

lic jusbebight jet minutes from Florida, Within®a year,
howver, Castro created o dictatorship that was wotle even
than Batista’s, 'ami President Eisenhower had cpr;dudcd

that” styong measures - might

be required tos thwait what

appeared to be Castro’s intention of cstablishing an ont-

sphere.

* post for Communist subversion in the Western Hemi- -

Exactly what iwoald have. to be done—and when—

remained to be thought ont

and decided. But the gravity

of the situation neitBer awed: nor frightencd those; facing
it. Eisenhower and his administration’s military and intcl-
ligence experts were not strangers to the nuances of eon:
tending with Communist intrusion in Latin Ametica. Fx-
Dictator Jacobo Arbenz Guzman, whose efforts to make
Guatemala a haven for the Soviets led to his downfall in
1954, would bear witness to that. )

In mid-March, 1960, President Fiscnhower tlecided

that the U.S. would sgpretly

aid anti-Castra Cubans. The

CIA ‘was directed to traftt and cquip volunteers at base$ in

Guatanala, Panama and southern Florida, ‘The covert”

military instruction program

was started partly in response

to pleas by hundreds of rcfugees for something Qn-
structive to do. 1t was felt training would" bolster - the
S{zirits of thousands who were fleeing the .Castro. dictator-
ship, and would give them hape that, in time, they would
be able to “do the job” of ousting the Communist tegime.

In &scace, the longrange Eisenhower policy was ta
gncourage and prepare Cubans to: Jiberate thdir country.
President Eisenhower kept in close touch wifh gevelop-

ments through the summer

reviewed numerous idcas and suggestions"tha[_-mrma"y
would have been sifted out béfore reaching t_hqi‘White I
Ilouse. (For. cxample, hé rejected a proposal “that U
Cubans be trained in Samoa to insure tighter sccunity
than was possible in Cenfral America.) -
In tecalling that period, the general notes the Bay of
Pigs was never mentioned: of considcred in discf§gons,
possible altegratives and contingencics, Most itention
operation of some sort I or
near the Escambray Mountains where a government. 17

focuscd on prospects for an

exile might establish itsclf on

Before there could be serious planninig, however, the
Cubuns nceded not only a well-supplicd fighting forcc but
also the leadership to organize a functioning govlemmtll(;
in exile. The leader or lcaders had to be :ccogmzcd and
accepted by the Cuban people. That eliminated eXpet
enced individuals from tHe Batista regime ant.

leaders of peppery political

thought of cooperating or sharing thé glory-ef 0@ i 4

ing Castro.

The Cubans were still without their own fead
when Dresident Tiscnhower retired and chsidcnt.Kﬁ
was inaugurated as Amcrica’s commander-n-C il
‘Washington, the changeover of executive command,. - .

Democrats replacing Republ

3; i - . -
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and autumn, and” personally

at the

Cuban soil.
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